ing habits from secular to sacred, they are still going to hear the top
popular songs everywhere they go. In this section we provide you some meeting or outreach event message.

Unavoidable. Pervasive. Inescapable. Secular pop music is everywhere. ideas to take advantage of some of the most popular secular songs.
Even if you can get your young Christian friends to switch their listen- Use the opening questions, the thematic concepts and discussion

Artist:

Song: Side to Side
Album: Dangerous Woman

By: Sarah Taylor, sarah_t@ymail.com
First United Methodist Church — Cynthiana, Kentucky

Theme
Sex; Purity

Teaching Point
God helps us to deal with temptation.

Opening Questions

What are the first things you notice about someone you’re attracted to? Is it his
or her hair, eyes, or maybe smile? What are your first thoughts when you see
someone you're attracted to? Do you want to talk with and get to know him or
her?

Discussion

We all struggle with temptation. Concerning someone we’re attracted to, that
temptation we feel, that strong attraction and desire, can turn into lust. Lust is
described as a very strong sexual desire for someone. And while the feelings
may come and go, acting on those desires can get us into a lot of trouble. Lust
is very dangerous. In Matthew 5:28 Jesus says if a man lusts after a woman,
he’s already committing adultery in his heart. Jesus says even just looking at
another woman with lust is equal to cheating on your wife! Lust is that serious —
even the emotion, to Jesus, is sinful.

Christians are called to lives of purity. Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5
that we’re called to live “sanctified” lives — lives that are pure and set apart from
the world. Our lives, our relationships are supposed to be pure. Men are to treat
women with honor and respect — and women are to treat men the same way.

Conclusion

Ariana Grande sings about sneaking around with a man, of falling into tempta-
tion willingly. This kind of behavior is celebrated in her music and in her videos.
If you ever feel tempted in your relationships, whether it’s to have sex or to lust
after another person, keep in mind what Scripture says. Keep in mind the lives
we’re to lead as Christians.

Temptations will come and go. And as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10:13, there
is no temptation you’ll experience that someone else hasn’t. There is no tempta-
tion that you can experience that God can’t help you out of. So men, respect
the women around you. Women respect the men in your own lives. Above all
respect and honor God, who created you to love others as He loves us.
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