Unavoidable. Pervasive. Inescapable. Secular pop music is everywhere.
Even if you can get your young Christian friends to switch their listen-
ing habits from secular to sacred, they are still going to hear the top
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popular songs everywhere they go. In this section we provide you some meeting or outreach event message.

Artist:

Song: Sucker
Album: Sucker - Single

By: Al Forsythe, aforsythe@dioknox.org
Diocese of Knoxville, Knoxville, Tennessee

Themes
Relationships, Self-Image; In Christ, Evangelism; God’s Representatives

Teaching Point

This discussion covers the foundational concept of humans being made in the image of God. (Genesis 1:27)
This image gives every single person value and dignity. We were created to represent God to the world. Because
of our sin, we’re poor representatives, but Jesus renews the image in us and serves as an example of how to
reflect God well.

Opening Questions
¢ What'’s your favorite thing about yourself?
* What'’s the one thing that makes you stand out from the crowd?

¢ How would you feel if that thing was taken away from you tomorrow? Would you still feel valuable?
Why or why not?

Discussion

Have you ever stressed over finding the perfect selfie, Snapchat image, or Facebook profile picture? It repre-
sents you—your personality, charisma, and charm—to the social media world. It’s your representation to people
who don’t know you well in person.

Even people who “know you” don’t really know everything about you - just what you are willing to reveal
about yourself. They will make all kinds of assumptions about you solely based on that image. Are you trendy?
Do you care too much about your looks (or too little)? The Jonas Brothers song states, “No one knows about
you (about you) about you (about you) And you’re making the typical me break my typical rules. It’s true, I'm a
sucker for you, yeah”

The real questions are — do you know who the real you is, and do you have a moral compass, or are you willing
to break those rules to be accepted?

When God wanted to represent Himself to the world, He decided to make human beings His ambassadors. The
Bible says, “God created mankind in His own image.” (Genesis 1:27) We’re His selfie/Snapchat image/Facebook
profile pictures! And every single person, no matter how smart or poor or good or evil, still represents Him.

In Psalm 139:14 David says, “/ am fearfully and wonderfully made.” We reveal God because we are His crafts-
manship. Our Creator’s fingerprints are all over us.

But, just like a Photoshopped profile picture, we don’t always represent God well. Our sinful nature disfigures
God'’s image in us. How could unholy people ever represent a holy God? Thankfully, one man lived a holy life:
Jesus. He perfectly represented God to the world and fully embodied God’s image. (Colossians 1:15) By mak-
ing Him the Lord of our lives, we are made holy in God’s eyes and His image in us is restored. By letting the Holy
Spirit help us live like Jesus, we can represent God better to the world. That’s why we were created. It’s our fun-
damental purpose, and it gives our lives value and meaning.

We must remember that we should not be a sucker and blindly follow others. The road we take should lead us
closer to God, not down a blind path.

Conclusion

Through God’s Word we are reminded of the One who died for us and calls us to love others so much we would
sacrifice for them — but not break the rules or the standards we have. Our moral compass needs to be fixed on
God as our standard. In this way we understand the true value of our lives and the lives of those we love so that
we don’t get suckered.
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ideas to take advantage of some of the most popular secular songs.
Use the opening questions, the thematic concepts and discussion
ideas to spice up your Bible study, Sunday School lesson, camp/retreat




