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Unavoidable. Pervasive. Inescapable. Secular pop music is everywhere. ideas to take advantage of some of the most popular secular songs.
Even if you can get your young Christian friends to switch their listen- Use the opening questions, the thematic concepts and discussion

ing habits from secular to sacred, they are still going to hear the top
popular songs everywhere they go. In this section we provide you some meeting or outreach event message.

Artist:

Song: Bad Guy
Album: When We All Fall Asleep Where Do We Go?

By: Doug Ranck, doug@fmcsb.org
Free Methodist Church — Santa Barbara, California

Theme
Self-lmage/Uniqueness, Pride, Servanthood

Teaching Point
God is “calling you out” on your selfishness and your need to be in control.

Opening Questions

¢ When you watch a movie, what are the characteristics of a believable
“bad guy?”

¢ Why do you think some people want to be a “bad guy” or “bad girl” with
their friends?

¢ What makes this attractive?

Discussion

In a good book or movie, “bad people” are often those we love to hate. They
provide the threat to propel a story forward and keep us in suspense. In our
everyday world, we run into those who pride themselves in being “bad guys”
or “bad girls.” From their perspective, this draws attention to them and invites
others to live “on the edge” in their company.

The writers of the song, “Bad Guy” explore this philosophy in the context of a
guy/girl relationship. The song starts by describing the profile of the male and
then takes a sharp turn into describing the female as a “bad guy” too. The
writers say, “So you’re a tough guy, like it really rough guy, chest always so
puffed up guy, I'm that bad type, make your mama sad type, make your girlfriend
mad tight ... I'm the bad guy, duh.”

This description shows one who is determined to be “equal” in badness. It is a
relationship where both value their own territory of control while letting the other
believe they are in control as well. Their identity is wrapped up in a call to be in
charge, have the power and revel in the “tug of war” over depth of badness.

Galatians 5:13-15 shows us a better way, “For you have been called to live in
freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your
sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love. For the
whole law can be summed up in this one command: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” But if you are always biting and devouring one another, watch out!
Beware of destroying one another.” (New Living Translation)

Serving one another in love is easy to say and more difficult to do. We may have
good intentions to love others, but our own needs and sense of entitlement can
get in the way. To “love your neighbor as yourself” turns our pride upside down

and brings us back to finding our self-image, our identity in Christ.

Conclusion
¢ In what part of your relationships are you struggling to serve others in love?

* Where might God be “calling you out” on your selfishness and need to be
in control?
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ideas to spice up your Bible study, Sunday School lesson, camp/retreat



