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The spiritual intensity that fans of
RED have come to expect returns
with a vengeance on their new
album. Released in tandem with a
graphic novel, the album tells an
epic tale of redemption. We had the
chance to ask the band a few
questions on your behalf – check out
their responses.

What is the story behind the
“of Beauty and Rage” title, and
how would you describe this
record thematically?
Simply finding the beauty within the
moments in life that ultimately brings us
rage. It’s about drawing those positive
emotions out of what truly brings us to our
worst.

The album has an accompanying
graphic novel. What inspired you
guys to do that and why was that
important to you?
We always try to stir things up. We thought
it would be a cool idea to give the fans a
little extra something to glue together the
epic story we have been telling for three
records now. Plus, who wouldn’t want to
be immortalized in a comic book?!

The graphic novel and the music
video for “Darkest Part” feature a
plague doctor from the Middle Ages.
What is the symbolism behind that?
There are a few ways to interpret the
image. One, the plague doctors were
actually a sign of hope and solution. These
doctors convinced themselves that they
could ultimately hide from the sickness of
the times by wearing these masks. Come
to find out, they would die just like anyone
else. They didn’t have the immunity that
they thought. So the metaphor there is
that although we can put on a mask, we

are not protected from the evil that will
make our souls sick. The other
concept is that the image is very
creepy and almost monster like. It’s
the fear that the image strikes that
reminds us of the evil that is waiting if
we let it take us over.

How do you think a youth leader
could use your music to reach
out to young people? 
RED’s music is deep. The lyrical content
has been put together in a way that lets
anyone derive their own conclusions
about what the songs are about—but it’s
ultimately meant to provoke thought. In
our experiences so many of the people
listening to our music are contemplating
their next move. We like to think this music
will empower them to make the right move
for their life, one that leads them out of
darkness because that’s where we are
leading ourselves as the writers: into, but
then back out of, the darkest parts of our
souls.

Did any of you attend a youth group
growing up? If so, do any of your
youth group experiences still affect
you now?
Yes, we all did together. It’s where we all
discovered what this whole music thing

was all about and how it could affect
people. The way it affected us is what
made us want to be music makers and
performers. It’s a story that applies to so
many of us. We were just inspired in a way
that made us want to do the same thing
for the next generation.

How can youth groups around the
world be praying for RED?
Travel mercies. We travel all around the
globe. There are too many bad things out
there ready to take us out. We need that
blanket of mercy to protect us against
accident or incident. Please pray for our
families. They are the extensions of the
band and make it possible for us to carry
out our promise that we made to the
Savior to use our talents for His gain.
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Worship in Community
By Third Day’s Mark Lee

My wife and I were driving through downtown
Atlanta the other night. Now, any time we
suburbanites venture "inside the perimeter" is
a bit of an adventure, but this time we were
struck by something odd. An SUV to our right
swerved from side to side, then started
venturing into our lane. I honked my horn,
and as we pulled up beside the car, I
prepared myself for a confrontation. What I
saw caught me off guard.

The stunned young man behind the steering
wheel was wearing earbuds. Apparently, he
was so engrossed in whatever he was
listening to that he forgot about that crucial
little detail called driving until my honking
startled him back to reality.

In many ways, I am like that guy. Listening to
the music, he got caught up in his own world
and forgot about the driving part. I do the
same thing when I only read the Bible by
myself. I sometimes focus so much on what
God might be saying to me that I forget to
look for what He's saying to us. 

THIRD DAY has just entered a new touring
season around a worship album. Every night
before we take the stage, we read a Psalm
and pray together. Reading the Psalms in a
cramped dressing room with my bandmates
has helped me see these writings through the
lens of community. For the first time, I think
I'm seeing them the way they were meant to
be seen. 

Normally, we read the Psalms as poetry, but
that's only part of the picture. It would
probably be more accurate to compare them
to reading the lyrics in a hymnal, or even the
liner notes of a worship album with all of the
“selahs” and the little notes "to the director of
music" reminding him to sing to a particular
tune or point out something important.

The Psalms are songs to be sung together.

I often get asked about the difference
between one of our worship albums and a
regular THIRD DAY album. There's something
special about a worship album. We approach
the whole thing differently. We're thinking
about the keys to the songs, the melodies, all
while constantly asking ourselves, "Can a
group of people sing this together?" To that
end, we brought in some friends to sing on
the album. This element gives the album an

extra sense of community. We've even
brought out a choir director on tour, and
we invite local singers in each city to act as
our choir for each concert. 

The Psalms were written many centuries
ago, but their original intention echoes out
when believers get together to sing.
Hopefully, a little bit of this happens at a
THIRD DAY concert. We're singing onstage
like usual, but it's more than that—a local
choir is helping us lead those who have
gathered. We're all singing together. Maybe
the lines between performer and audience
are blurred a bit, and we simply become a
chorus of believers singing praise to God. 

That's why music was created, so we can
worship the Creator. Music wasn't meant
to only be performed, it was meant to be
shared, together.

There is a place for studying the Psalms by
yourself, but they are better when we read
them aloud together. There is a place for
listening to worship music by yourself, but
it is so much better when we sing songs of
praise, together.

Headphones are cool too. Just take them
off when you drive!


