“No! Not THAT a
We’re sick of it!*

That wasn’t the respons

of kids | was working on

| was expecting enthusias
“Oh, that’s cool, Ken! You’re
would have been nice. Or, “C
even, “Can youth leaders tal
into trouble?”

What | got was immediate revul
thinking. Why would a bunch of ¢
with this vital issue? What would ha
emotionally to the subject? | think |

My first thought is that those kids don
something that might go against their cur!
through their actions. They know that they’re
when they engage in sexual activity, and they d
reminded of it.

And then, | wonder if students have heard us cry, “Wolf!” o
too often. We tell them about the racking pain of guilt that
they’ll feel. We talk about the risk of disease. We carry on
about the value of purity. But, the kids don’t know anyone
who experiences painful guilt nor do they know anyone who
has a sex disease, and the “pure” kids they know could just
as easily be called “nerds” — where’s the value in that?
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